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December 14, 2025

Welcome - Theme for Today: Prepare for Imminent Arrival

The Messiah is an important person. “Messiah” is the same word as “Christ” or
“Anointed One.” He is someone who has been anticipated for a long time. Now
we look at a time when his arrival is imminent! The historic Christian Church
gave Latin titles to each Sunday. They titled the Third Sunday in Advent
“Gaudete,” which means “Rejoice!” As we reach the midway point of Advent, we
ask Christ to empower us to do just that. We rejoice because God fulfills all his
promises in Jesus.

Responses

I rejoiced with those who said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty!
Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you.

The Lord is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.



12 Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes

CW ‘93

[a) R
T

i 1 N
e — e e
.) & 1 T v
1 Hark the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, the Sav ior
2 He comes the pris - 'ners to re - lease, in Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro ken heart to bind, the bleed - ing
4 OQur glad ho - san - nas, Prince of Peace, your wel - come
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prom - ised long; let ev - ry heart pre -
bond - age held; the gates of brass be -
soul to cure, and with the trea - sures
shall pro - claim, and heav’n’s e - ter - nal
I s— t & 7 — I T " ;
— ===c=—Cc——c=:
D) ‘ ' J ~— bt
pare a throne and ev - ’'ry voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters yield.
of his grace to_en - rich the hum - ble poor
arch - es ring with  your be - lov - ed name.

Text: Phillp Doddridge, 1702-1751, abr., alt.
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 17341820, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Teach me, Lord, the way of your decrees,
that I may follow it to the end.

Your word is a lamp for my feet,

a light on my path.

Faith comes from hearing the message,
and the message is heard through the word about Christ.



Prayer

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we
so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

Isaiah 35 p. 1110

Isaiah tells us that the coming of the Messiah would change everything.

"The desert and the parched land will be glad;
the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.
Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom;
it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;
they will see the glory of the LORD,
the splendor of our God.

3Strengthen the feeble hands,
steady the knees that give way;
4say to those with fearful hearts,
“Be strong, do not fear;
your God will come,
he will come with vengeance;
with divine retribution
he will come to save you.”

sThen will the eyes of the blind be opened
and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
6Then will the lame leap like a deer,
and the mute tongue shout for joy.



Water will gush forth in the wilderness
and streams in the desert.

"The burning sand will become a pool,
the thirsty ground bubbling springs.

In the haunts where jackals once lay,
grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.

8And a highway will be there;
it will be called the Way of Holiness;
it will be for those who walk on that Way.
The unclean will not journey on it;
wicked fools will not go about on it.
9No lion will be there,
nor any ravenous beast;
they will not be found there.
But only the redeemed will walk there,
*°and those the LORD has rescued will return.
They will enter Zion with singing;
everlasting joy will crown their heads.
Gladness and joy will overtake them,
and sorrow and sighing will flee away.

28 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord
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1 Let the earth now praise the Lord, who has tu - ly
2 What the fa - thers most de - sired, what the proph - ets’
3 A - bram’s prom - ised great re - ward, Zi - on’s help - er,
4 Sav - jor, hear my wel - come cry— loud ho - san - nas
A } - | 1 ]
@b — s F 2 —>»
H 1 | 1 { 1 1 )
Y] ' 1 I ' l T
kept his word and at last to us did send
heart in - spired, what they longed for man - ya year
Ja - cob’s Lord— him of two -fold race be - hold—
lit - ed high! King of glo - ry, en - ter in;
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Christ, the sin - ner’s help and friend.
stands ful - filled in glo - 1y here.
tru - Iy came, as long fore - told.
cleanse my soul of ev - 'ty sin.

5  Crush for me the serpent’s head
that, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to you in faith,
safely kept through life and death,

6 And, when you shall come again
as a glorious king to reign,
I with joy may see your face,
freely ransomed by your grace.

Text: Heinrich Held, 1620-1659, abr.; (sts. 1-3, 5-6): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.; (st. 4): tr. Christian Worship, 2021
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Waiter

Text (st. 4): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709359

Text (sts. 1-3, 5-6) and tune: Public domain

Children's Message

James 5:7-11 p. 1853 James 5:7-11

James points to Job as an example of perseverance in the face of suffering.

7Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the
farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the
autumn and spring rains. 8You too, be patient and stand firm, because the
Lord’s coming is near. Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and
sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!

©Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. "As you know, we count as
blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and
have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion
and mercy.



18 O Lord, How Shall | Meet You W93
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1 O Lord, how shall I meet you, how wel-come you a - right?
2 Love caused your in - car - na - tion; love brought you down to me.

3 Re - joice, then, you sad-heart - ed, who sit in deep-est gloom,
4 Sin’s debt, that fear-ful bur - den, let not vyoursouls dis - tress;
5 He comes to judge the na - tions, a ter - ror to his foes,
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Your peo-ple long to greet you, my hope, my heart’s de - light.
Your thirst for my sal - va - tion pro-cured my lib - er - ty.
who mourno’er joys de-part - ed and trem-ble at your doom.
your guilt the Lord will par - don and cov - er by his grace.
a light of con-so - la - tion and bless-ed hope to those
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) Je - sus, let your Word be
Oh, love be-yond all tell - ing that led you to em-brace
De - spair not; he is near you, he’s stand-ing at the door
He comes, for you pro - cur - ing the peace of sin for-giv'n,
who love the Lord’s ap - pear - ing. O glo-rious Sun, now come,

a lamp to light my way,
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to show me how to please you, to guide me ev-’ry day.
in love, all love ex - cel - ling,our lost and fall-en race!
who best can help and cheer you and bids you weep no more.
his chil-dren thus se - cur - ing e - ter - nal life in heav’n.

send forth your beams most cheer - ing, and guide us safe -ly home.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676, D. M. Luther's ... Geistliche Lieder, Berlin, 1653, abr.; tr. composite
Tune: Johann Crijger, 1598-1662, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain



Sermon Text - Mark 1:4-8 p. 1544

4And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5The whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were
baptized by him in the Jordan River. John wore clothing made of camel’s hair,
with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7And
this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps
of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 3 baptize you with
water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Sermon: Preparing the Way of the Lord

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Be seated

Love Offerings and Generous Donations

[ ]
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Donate to Siloah Lutheran

Prayer

Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy;
in your faithfulness and righteousness, come to my relief.

Spare us, Lord, from the lies of the devil and the attacks of our conscience.
Comfort and save us in your patient compassion.
Have mercy on us, Jesus.

Guide us, Lord, to the wisdom of your Word and the power of your promises.
Take away our confusion and doubt.
Have mercy on us, Jesus.

Hear us, Lord, when we come to you in prayer. Make us confident to take you
at your word and to follow you in faith.
Have mercy on us, Jesus.

Empower us, Lord, to walk in your ways and live in your truth. Fill us with

your love, that we may love you and one another.
Have mercy on us, Jesus.

Intercessory prayers may be added here.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your
mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts, and fill us with your
light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Announcements
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322 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus CW 322
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1 Come, thou long - ex - pect - ed Je - sus, born to
2 Is - rael'sstrength and con - so - la - tion, hope of
3 Boomn thy peo - ple to de - liv - e borm a
4 By thine own e - ter - nal Spir - it rule in
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set thy peo - ple free; from our fears and
all the earth thou art, dear de - sire of
child and yet a king, born to reign in
all our hearts a - lone; by thine all - suf -
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sins re - lease us, let us find our rest in thee.
ev -ty na - tion, joy of ev - 'ry long - ing heart.
us for - ev - er, now thy gra - cious king-dom bring.
fi - clent mer - it raise us to thy glo - rious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, ait.
Tune: Southern Harmony, New Haven, 1835, ed. William Walker
Text and tune: Public domain

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the -} Son, and the Holy Spirit—

bless us and keep us.
Amen.
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Midweek Advent Worship in Hoffmann Hall:
Wednesday December 17
5:30 Meal
6:30 Worship

School Christmas Program w/ Party in Hoffmann Hall
Afterwards:
Sunday December 21 10 AM

His Way Band Christmas Community Concert @
Siloah:
Sunday December 21 6 PM

Christmas Eve: 4 PM
Christmas Day: 10 AM
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